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London Academy

Mission, Aims & Values

This document outlines the mission of London Academy. The aims of London Academy underpin the mission and these aims will be met by instilling core values in students we work with.

Mission
Students from London Academy will be among the leaders of tomorrow. By providing a safe and supportive environment, London Academy will develop in its students skills and values which will enable them to live their lives as respectful, caring and responsible citizens. 

Aims
London Academy will:
· Provide an education that is meaningful, purposeful and academically rigorous
· Encourage high standards of leadership, behaviour and attainment from all students by fostering a sense of community, nurture and care for all its students
· Underpin the curriculum with economic and business understanding
· Emphasise the use of the latest technology in teaching and learning
· Foster respect among students for themselves and others
· Develop students self-esteem
· Build strong links with the business community, locally, nationally and internationally

Values
At London Academy:

Our students will be responsible for:
· their own learning and well being, as well as that of others
· ownership of their future, while respecting the future of others
· their actions in the Academy, the local and wider community and the natural environment


Our students will become good citizens by:
· being equipped and prepared to make well informed decisions
· recognising and upholding the values of the local, national and international community
· being able to challenge injustice, possessing the compassion, courage and understanding to do so fairly

Our students will develop creativity by:
· being able to use their imagination and reasoning power constructively, respectfully and responsibly
· feeling free to pursue their ambitions and dreams, and being empowered to do so
· working in an environment which allows them to explore their ideas freely, without fear of failure

Our students will develop scholarship by:
· understanding that learning is the right of all
· having their learning valued, recognised and rewarded
· understanding that learning can be challenging and rewarding



· List of Governors

	Sponsor Governors
Sponsor
	
Peter Shalson 

	Chair
	Philip O’Hear

	
	John Apthorp

	
	Daniel Dover

	
	Jenny Halpern Prince

	
	Vacancy

	Vice Chair
	Dr Michael Platt BDS

	
	Brian Shalson

	
	Mark Wagner

	
	

	Community Governor
	Maree Glass

	
	

	Principal Governor
	Angela Trigg

	
	

	Parent Governor
	Jackie Rossetti

	
	

	Teacher Governors
	Brett Ellis

	
	Laura Standen

	
	

	Staff Governor
	Wendy Reith

	
	

	LEA Governor
	Vacancy

	
	

	DFE Representative
	Stephen Mangan



The Chair of Governors and all Governors may be contacted via London Academy.  

Access for the Disabled
London Academy is fully DDA compliant. The building has ramp entries and two easily accessed lifts. There are wide doors on all classrooms and other rooms to allow full access. 

Support is offered to make sure that every student is treated equally and no student suffers less favourable treatment.
No student is denied admission to the Academy on account of their disabilities and/or personal restrictions be they physical or sensory.

· Admissions Criteria Year 7

The admission limit is 210 with an additional 5 places in the Speech and Language Unit (CDSL).

Where the number of applications for admissions is greater than the published admissions number, applications will be considered against the criteria set out below.  The criteria will be applied in the order in which they are set out below:

1. Children who are ‘looked after’ under the provision of the Children Act 1989.

2. Siblings at the Academy (siblings would include half, step, adoptive and foster siblings provided they also live at the same address as the applicant).

3. Students in the defined catchment area: in the case of oversubscription, geographical location will be used as a tie breaker.  Distance will be measured in a straight line from the child’s home to the entrance of the Principal’s office with those living closest being given priority.

4. For students who live outside the defined catchment area, priority will be given to those who live nearest to the school.  Distance will be measured in a straight line from the child’s home to the Principal’s office.

The admission of students with a statement of special educational needs is dealt with by the local authority.  

Admission to the CDSL is by relevant statement of educational needs (see admissions criteria).

Application for school admission must be via The London Borough of Barnet (www.eadmissions.org.uk) using their Common Application Form (CAF).  Forms are also available from your child’s primary school and must be posted to School Admissions at The London Borough of Barnet by Friday 22nd October 2010.  

If you are a non-Barnet resident you should contact your home authority to obtain a Common Application Form as you will not be issued with a Barnet Application Form.


· Admissions Criteria Sixth Form

The following admissions policy and over-subscription criteria apply to external candidates only and are provided as information for students currently attending London Academy.  Places will be allocated to students of London Academy first.

The minimum entry requirements for internal and external applicants will be:

1. For all Advanced Level courses the entry requirement will be a minimum of four separate GCSE grades A * - C in the subjects chosen or other relevant subjects.

2. For Level 2 courses and BTEC First Diploma the entry requirement will be an average of grade E at GCSE.

3. For Level 1 courses the entry requirement will be an average of grade G at GCSE.

The admission limit for Year 12, subject to student course combination choices, will be 200 in 20010/11.

Over-subscription criteria
 Priority will be given in the following order:

1. Students who are ‘looked after’ under provision of the Children Act 1989.

2. Students who, at the time of admission, have a sibling at the academy.

3. Students for who places on appropriate courses are available.

4. Remaining places are offered on a geographical basis measuring distance in a straight line from the Academy with those living closest being given priority.

· Admissions Criteria Centre for the Development of Speech & Language

Students who are admitted to the CDSL must:

1. Have a specific speech and language impairment (i.e. receptive language /comprehension, expressive language vocabulary, articulation and phonology, listening skills, pragmatic skills and social communication) which makes it difficult for them to access the curriculum.

2. Have no difficulties which may cause them to be a danger to themselves or others.

3. Have a non verbal performance within the normal range.

4. Be able to cope from the outset with the demands of a mainstream secondary academy environment and structure with support and to gradually participate in a meaningful way in some mainstream activities without ongoing specialist support.

CDSL applicants will be given preference if they are:
· children applying who are “looked after” under the provision of the Children Act 1989.

· children who, when places are allocated, have a sibling living at the same address who are in years 7-11 of the Academy.  Siblings would include half, step, adoptive and foster siblings, provided they also live at the same address as the applicant.  

· Remaining places will be offered on a geographical basis measuring distance in a straight line from the academy.


· Admissions Criteria 
        Years 8 to 11
The same admission criteria will be used as published for Year 7 and Year 12.


· Waiting Lists & Appeals Process

If you are unsuccessful in being allocated a place at London Academy for September 2011 you will be placed on our waiting list. This list is ranked according to the same criteria as those used for Admissions. You will be asked to notify us that you wish to be held on this list and will be contacted directly a place is available. You may appeal against our decision not to offer you a place and must do so in writing to the Admissions Officer within 14 days of being notified that you have not been offered a place at London Academy. An independent appeal panel will hear your appeal. A copy of the appeals procedure is available from London Academy.

· Respect for All

Basic rules of conduct for acceptable behaviour in the Key Stage Areas within the Academy premises have been drawn up and agreed by the students themselves.  These are posted within the Home Base Areas.

In addition, in order to reinforce student attitude and behaviour throughout London Academy, the following three notices are displayed in each Key Stage area, every classroom and every public space.  

Our Values

· Respect
· Responsibility for ourselves and others
· Integrity (honesty and respect)
· Good Citizenship
· Creativity
· Scholarship


At London Academy
	
· We show interest in our progress and learning
· We believe in our own success
· We are polite and respectful to each other
· We walk calmly and safely around the Academy

· Partnership

Academies are accountable to their governors, the local community and especially to parents.  At London Academy we take this responsibility seriously and constantly seek ways in which to involve parents more fully in the life of the Academy and the education of their children.

Home and London Academy are partners in education.  The support and co-operation of parents are vital if we are to establish and maintain high standards of work, behaviour and dress.  Furthermore, past evidence has strengthened our belief that the academic performance of students is significantly improved when parents actively support the Academy in stimulating, encouraging and monitoring their children’s progress.

Efficient communication is central to effective partnership.  Each week the academy produces a newsletter which contains, amongst other things, items of topical interest, commendations, sports reports and important information about forthcoming events. This is also available on-line at www.londonacademy.org.uk 

Parents are welcome to visit the Academy by appointment at any time. Regular consultations are organised between teachers and parents to discuss individual student progress and to set achievable but demanding targets. For students in Year 7, 8 and 9, termly grades for attainment are issued in all subjects and are entered in the students’ homework diaries.  Attainment grades for Years 10 and 11 are issued termly.  Full subject reports are issued annually. Parents are invited to make comments on these grades and reports if there is a particular matter you would like to raise.  Annual Parents Evenings are held for each year group.

Parent/carers are encouraged to write comments in the student diaries for further discussion.

We have an active and successful Parent Teacher Association called “Friends of London Academy” (FoLA) who meet monthly. All parent/carers are automatically members of FoLA.  A wide range of fund raising activities and social events are organised each year and refreshments are provided at all Academy functions run by FOLA. 


· The Curriculum

Curriculum – hours of subjects / teaching
The academy week is made up of 25 hours of subject teaching and 2.5 hours of tutorial time.  Tutorials cover personal social health education, private study and learning conversations with their personal tutor.

Each year has slightly modified groups of lessons and these reflect the Key Stage requirements.

Religious Education and Assemblies
Religious Education takes place in the Academy in accordance with the 1988 Education Act. Students are introduced to the teachings and practices of other world religions in line with the agreed multi-faith approach developed by the London Borough of Barnet. 

London Academy views assemblies as a valuable method of developing a corporate identity for the Academy.  Parents retain the right to request that their child be withdrawn from RE or assembly.  Such requests should be made in writing to the Principal.		

Sex Education
Sex Education is introduced into the curriculum as part of Science and ASE courses. Topics and teaching materials are carefully chosen to ensure that they are appropriate to the needs and ages of our students. Again, parents retain the right to request that their child be withdrawn from sex education. Such requests should be made in writing to the Principal.

Careers
From the time students begin their education at London Academy they are encouraged to think constructively about the career opportunities available to them.  As students move into Year 10 they are given more specific guidance. 
They gain a great deal from their week’s work experience and are provided with a wide range of information in the form of careers literature, discussions with teachers and the Connexions organisation representatives and talks by representatives from, among others, commerce, industry and Further & Higher education.

Key Stage 3 Curriculum
As London Academy specialises in Business, ICT, Enterprise and Applied Learning, , there have been exciting changes to the curriculum.  Foremost of these has been the introduction of ‘Enterprise’ at Key Stage 3 and 4 with a challenging new emphasis on the use of ICT and Enterprise in lessons supported by a massive investment in new equipment.  

Subjects offered at Key Stage 3 include:
English, Maths, Science, History, Geography, RE, Art, Music, Drama, Design and Technology, Information Technology, PE, Enterprise and Modern Foreign Languages (Spanish and French).

The curriculum is further enriched by activity days.  These special days are designed to enrich the experiences of the students and deal with issues of a global nature for example: Enterprise, Business and Technology Challenge Day.
As part of our emphasis on Inclusion, provision for students with special needs continues to be offered in an imaginative way in all our classes and in the Learning Support area.  The aim of this programme is to move students back in to mainstream education having gained the core skills and self confidence from working in smaller groups.

Special provision is made for students with Speech and Language needs by specialist staff in our Centre for the Development of Speech and Language. These places are provided by the Local Education Authority in partnership with London Academy.

Key Stage 4 Curriculum
The KS4 curriculum has had a number of changes in recent years whilst retaining the core requirements and we continue to develop this further.  We can confidently say that every student follows an individual pathway which can lead to the students completing up to 11 GCSEs or equivalent from a selection of 29 available.  These include core GCSEs in English, Maths, Science, Information Technology and Enterprise. We also offer Asdan Youth Awards and Learning Support options and students are encouraged to take qualifications in their first language.  Listed below is the full range of subjects on the curriculum.

GCSEs in English Language, English Literature, Maths, Core Science, Additional Science, Citizenship, PE, French, Spanish, D&T Graphic Product, D&T Textiles, Media Studies, Business Studies, Geography, Business & Communication Systems, Art & Design, Art Graphics, Drama, Music,  Sociology, History, Law and Psychology.

There are Vocational GCSEs in ICT and Health & Social Care and Occupational BTEC Level 1& 2 in Hairdressing, Construction, Engineering and Hospitality and Catering, BTEC Science and Physical Education. 

Key Stage 5 Curriculum
At post-16 we recognise that students have different desires or designs.  Some have clear ideas on careers they wish to follow at 17 or 18 whilst others have plans to move onto Higher Education.  In order to meet these different demands we offer different pathways which lead to Advanced Levels, Applied ‘A’ Levels or vocational qualifications.  All students are expected to take advantage of the optional enrichment courses available.

A2 and AS Level courses
‘A’ Level courses are now available in all major subject areas.  Additional subjects such as Media, Economics, Psychology, Critical Thinking, Photography, Law and Food Technology have been introduced alongside more established courses.  Present subjects available include English, Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, History, Geography, French, Spanish, German, Sociology, Politics, Textiles, Economics, Media, Music, Religious Studies and General Studies.

Applied ‘A’ Level Courses (2 year courses)
The courses currently on offer are Art & Design, Business, Health & Social Care and Information Communication Technology.  These courses provide a wide range of opportunities for continuing within Further and Higher Education along with enhanced employment opportunities. 

BTEC National Award
This year we are offering Music and Engineering at BTEC National Level.

Occupational Courses
These are currently offered in Hairdressing, Construction & Engineering at Level 2 and 3.

BTEC First Diploma (1 year courses)
These courses have a clear vocational perspective.  We offer Health and Social Care, Business, Leisure & Tourism and Art and Design.  These lead to the award of a Level 2 which is the equivalent of 4 GCSEs at Grades A*-C.  Successful completion of this type of course provides the basic qualifications for entry to Advanced level courses, and leads to improved employment opportunities.

A Sixth Form student can achieve additional qualifications through GCSE subjects or Enhancement subjects - Community Sports Leadership Award, English, Mathematics, Photography GCSE and Certificate of Personal Effectiveness.

A major element of the curriculum is Citizenship which attempts to develop the breadth and depth of a student’s education through teacher and student led talks and workshops, simulation games, group activities and guest speakers.  The outside speakers are organised by the students, as are many aspects of the life of Upper School. The focus for this self-organisation is the Student Council.  


· Education Beyond the Curriculum

The Learning Support Centre
The Academy has the additional benefit of a Learning Support Centre which provides individual help and classroom support for children with learning difficulties.  Wherever and whenever it is appropriate, children with learning difficulties are integrated into mainstream lessons. Their progress is carefully monitored.  However, a small number of students in Key Stage 3, who have profound difficulties, are taught in withdrawal groups for a small number of lessons during the Academy week. 

For students in Key Stage 4, the Learning Support team has helped to develop and deliver a modified curriculum that helps students who have learning difficulties to develop their basic skills and achieve success in as many GCSE subjects as possible.
We welcome applications from students with physical disabilities; access for the disabled was an important consideration in the design of the new Academy building.

English as a Second Language Centre
This centre supports students who have English as an additional language.  Again, following the Academy’s philosophy of inclusion and integration, the majority of support is provided in classes but intensive programmes are provided for beginners.  However, in response to the needs of the refugees and asylum seekers, the centre provides a secure base for vulnerable students.

The Green Room
The Green Room supports students in Key Stage 3 who experience emotional and behavioural difficulties that disrupt their own and others’ education.  The students remain in the Academy and, for a fixed period, are taught in a quiet, controlled setting. The students follow the mainstream curriculum, receive counselling and are helped to develop strategies that enable them to manage their own behaviour.  At the end of this ‘Internal Support Period’ the students return to their mainstream classes and are closely monitored by the centre’s staff to ensure continued success. 

The Blue Room
The Blue Room supports students in Key Stage 4.  It follows exactly the same guidance and principles as The Green Room but, in addition offers some students the opportunity to attend appropriate college courses and/or experience relevant work related learning.

The Red Room
As part of the National Behaviour Improvement Programme, London Academy has its own exclusion facility that provides 5 hours daily of supervised education and personal development for students who have been given internal exclusions.  The facility is on site but is not part of the main school.

The Centre for the Development of Speech and Language (CDSL)
The CDSL supports students who have statements of special educational needs specifying difficulties with speech and language development.  Students are taught in the centre and the curriculum closely mirrors mainstream lessons.  They are also integrated into mainstream lessons and carefully supported on an individual basis whenever it is appropriate.

Target Setting
A fundamental objective of London Academy is that each child achieves the highest standards possible.  We believe that target setting plays a crucial role in ensuring that students set themselves short and medium term targets which will stretch them and encourage them to go further. Consequently, each student’s progress is closely monitored throughout his/her Academy career. In so doing, under-achievement can quickly be addressed and proven success can be applauded. It is our policy during Years 10 and 11 to keep parents and students fully informed of syllabus content, assessment requirements and assignment deadlines.  

We are confident that a close working relationship between home and London Academy during these two vitally important years is an effective means of enabling students to achieve success.

Curriculum Enrichment
London Academy is always looking to improve the quality of its educational provision by introducing programmes and challenges which will stimulate students and encourage them to reach their full potential.  In recent years we have established new enterprises which have proved to be extremely successful.  These include:

Gifted and Talented – Aim Higher
We support and encourage our Gifted and Talented students with master classes in activities such as public speaking and participation in group challenges with other schools.  We encourage our students to aim higher with visits to and holiday schools in Further Education establishments and with student ambassadors from Further Education establishments working within the academy with sixth form students.

Clubs and Societies - these exist in a number of areas, including:

	· Sport  e.g. football, athletics, basketball, hockey, netball, table tennis and weight training)
· Self Defence
· Dance
· EAL Support Groups
· GCSE Support 
	· Homework
· ICT
· Drama
· Art
· CDT
· Science Course- work Support
· Sailing/Canoeing
· Steel Pans
· Youth Band
· Self Defence

	· English Coursework Club
	· Music E.g. junior and senior choirs

	· Leadership
	



The Library - Open from 8am for independent learning.  All year groups may use this resource before the first lesson, at break time and at lunch- time.  Students may use the computers and borrow books which support the Academy curriculum. 

Involvement in the Community - It is important that young people develop a wider sense of responsibility and so encourage their involvement with the community. This incorporates charity work and work with younger children.  Enterprise plays a key role in this and students are expected to undertake community based work.

Extra Lessons - revision and master classes are offered in a wide range of GCSE subjects and at Advanced Level.

Peripatetic Music - a variety of musical instruments can be learnt at London Academy.

Student Council - each Tutor Group in the Academy has two representatives to speak on their behalf.  So far the Council have organised parental support for the Academy, provided volunteers for peer mentoring and helped the local police in the Barnet Youth Forum.


· Education Beyond the Classroom

Holiday Academies
Holiday Academies are run in October and February half terms, over Easter and during the summer holiday period.
These are staffed by qualified teachers and instructors and offer a wide variety of activities.  These have included Drama, Dance, Art, Football, Enterprise and Circus Skills as well as ICT based activities.  There are also subject based catch up modules through these Holiday Academies and especially leading up to examination time.

Work Related Learning 
At the end of Year 10 students benefit considerably from participation in work experience programmes.  Apart from the time actually spent in work, a considerable amount of time goes into preparation and evaluation.  Strong links have been developed with a variety of local industries and businesses as a direct result of these programmes. A programme of work experience has also been introduced for Sixth Form students and takes place in late January early February. 

Adventure/Field Study Programmes
· Students in Years 7, 8 and 9 will have the opportunity to attend outdoor activities with qualified instructors, including rock climbing sailing and canoeing.  
· Skiing is also available both on the dry slopes and as a residential trip to Andorra. 

Visits
Visits organised in the recent past have included trips to France, Andorra, Austria and Spain.  Other visits have been organised to the Alternative Technology Centre Wales, Bodyworks, Victoria and Albert Museum, Art Exhibitions as well as De Montfort, Middlesex, Oxford and Cambridge Universities.

Educational Visits
These include theatre and museum trips, visits to related organisations like Homes for the Aged. Art exhibitions, field trips, sports meetings etc.

Under the provision of the 1988 Education Act, Academies cannot make a charge for any visit or activity which takes place during Academy time. Parents are advised that any contribution is voluntary and that no student may be excluded because parents have not contributed.  However, if insufficient contributions are received, the visit will be cancelled.

Sport 
Our facilities provide ample opportunity for activities at lunchtime and after lessons.  Sports include football, rugby, badminton, table tennis, basketball, sailing, hockey, athletics, cricket, weight training, tennis, netball, dance and rounders.  The Academy enjoys a good deal of success in a wide range of inter-academy competitions. We also have a multi-gym and a climbing wall.  Students can opt to play golf, go canoeing and sailing and go dry slope skiing.  

Sailing is offered to all Years through the Sailing Club with Years 10 and 11 having the option to take Sailing & Canoeing as part of their PE Coursework.  London Academy is a recognised Royal Yachting Association (RYA) Training Centre and students can be assessed to the RYA Training Scheme with appropriate certification being awarded.  Also, London Academy is host to London Progress Table Tennis team who are the top table tennis team in Britain.  London Progress has an after school and holiday programme for students.

Music, Drama & Art
All three of these subject areas have strong and active after school and lunch time programmes, using the latest technology as well as traditional equipment.



· Pastoral Organisation

Each student at London Academy has their own self-contained Home Base where they are supported by their Head of Student Learning, Student Support Officer, Personal Tutors and other staff.  

Each student has a Personal Tutor who will work with them setting targets for progress and taking an active interest in their welfare.

Attendance is taken in early morning registration and every lesson using an electronic Registration System.


· Homework

Homework is an essential part of a student’s academic development.  Homework is set regularly from Year 7 and students are expected to spend 1 to 2 hours per night completing it.


· Primary/Secondary Liaison

Effective links have been established with primary schools in order to ensure that the move from primary to secondary education is a smooth and natural transition.  Students have frequent opportunities to visit London Academy in their final years at primary school.  For instance, a number of schools bring members of Year 5 and 6 into a variety of subject departments during the year, including Science, Performing Arts and Music (steel pans). 
Year 6 Student Interviews
Before entry into London Academy, all Year 6 students with their parents are invited for a short interview with a senior member of staff.   These interviews enable us to establish a partnership with parents at a very early stage and have proved to be invaluable in gathering information about the students and allaying any fears that students or parents may have before the start of term in September.

Academy Visits
Added to this, the Head of Student Learning for Year 7, alongside a member of our Special Educational Needs Department, visits or calls our Primary Schools to speak with the Year 6 teachers and Special Educational Needs co-ordinators. The valuable information and detail relayed at these meetings enables us to ensure that any needs or concerns are passed to the correct departments before the new year starts.  This ensures the smooth transition that is required and expected by our students.

At this time, where possible, the Head of Student Learning will take this opportunity to meet with the children and answer their questions.

Induction Day
In July all new students are invited, with their teachers, to spend a day at the Academy. They meet the other children and gain experience of moving around the Academy from lesson to lesson, choose their own food at lunchtime and leave with homework for the holiday at the end of a very full day.

Buddies
New students are supported throughout the Induction day by a team of enthusiastic and responsible ‘Buddies’ from Year 8.  The Buddies’ role is to help ease the children into the ‘Secondary Academy’ way of life.  They assist in walking them around the Academy, familiarising them with classroom locations. 


· General Issues	

Conduct
We need your support if we are to be successful in setting high standards of work, behaviour and dress.  Students are encouraged at all times to respect others and the environment in which they work.  It is our aim to develop in all our children a sense of genuine purpose, a healthy spirit of competition combined with an understanding of the need for co-operation and tolerance.

Specific Academy rules are regularly brought to the attention of students in assembly and by their tutors.  The code of conduct for students can be found in the homework diary. Minor infringements of Academy discipline are dealt with by teachers as and when the need arises.  Cases of serious misconduct will be dealt with by senior staff.  Parents will be involved in such cases and positive collaboration between home and the Academy is almost always effective.

We have a clear discipline policy and encourage parental support in this matter. Where students misbehave, detentions may be given.    

Students are expected to behave well outside London Academy, particularly when they are representing the Academy at various functions, events or visits.  Parents will be contacted and students punished if they show poor behaviour outside of school. The Home/Academy Agreement covers behaviour when students are moving to and from the Academy.

Procedure: Achievement/Under Achievement
It is our practice to contact parents if a child is involved in a serious matter of misconduct or underachievement.  Letters are sent home explaining the situation and we ask you to respond to these.   When and where necessary, we invite parents into the Academy in order to clarify situations and explain what action has been taken or is to be taken.

We much prefer, of course, responding positively to students’ achievements.  A merit system operates to reward good work and effort.  Students earn merits which are converted into rewards from a small gift e.g. ruler, pencil up to a family reward.

Anti-Bullying
London Academy is committed to promoting a caring and safe environment in which we can all learn.  Bullying stops this, so bullying will not be tolerated.  We define bullying as the continual attempt to make someone’s life a misery.  We encourage students and their families to report bullying and have a number of strategies in place for dealing with it.  These include a restorative justice programme, peer mediation, a childline drop-in centre and counselling.  Persistent bullies run the risk of permanent exclusion.

Equality & Inclusion
London Academy is an inclusive Academy.  Everyone is made to feel welcome and valued.

Complaints
London Academy has a clear complaints procedure.  A full copy of the policy is available from the Academy on request. 
Charging and Remissions
A full copy of our policy is available on request.  The Governors policy meets the requirements of the 1988 Education Reform Act.

Holiday Requests
Family holidays should be taken during the school closure periods.  If there are exceptional circumstances when a student needs to be absent from school during the school term, requests should be made in writing to the Principal.  Please note that the absence will be marked as unauthorised.

Academy Security
Strict monitoring of onsite visitors, with signing in procedures and visitor badges has strengthened Academy security.  Security cameras have been installed. There is only one point of access to the site, which has a security guard on duty preventing unauthorised entry or departures.

Access between the playing fields and the main building is secure.

Attendance
Attendance rates continue to improve.

	Year
	Attendance

	2001/02
	90.9%

	2002/03
	91.5%

	2003/04
	92.6%

	2004/05
	92.9%

	2005/06
	93%

	2006/07
	93.1%

	2007/08
	93.2%

	2008/09
	93.4%

	2009/10
	93.6%




GCSE
Details of exam performance can be found in an accompanying document.  


· Uniform	

Students in Years 7-11 are expected to wear uniform. A student not wearing complete uniform must bring an explanatory note from home. An unexplained lack of uniform may result in a student being sent home to change.

The Academy uniform has been designed to be neat, hard wearing and as economical as possible.  All children are expected to take pride in themselves and their Academy.

*  These items are obtainable only from the Academy Shop

Girls’ Uniform
Deep blue London Academy jumper*
London Academy tie*
Plain white shirt
Plain black skirt or trousers in conventional style
(not denim, cords or jeans)
White socks or black/natural tights
Sensible plain black shoes (not trainers or boots)
Hairbands should be navy blue, black or white Hijabs should be plain navy blue, black or white
Plain Navy Blue or Black outdoor Coat
(not hooded sweatshirt style jackets)
Girls’ PE Kit
White sports shirt*
Blue games shorts*
White sports socks
Trainers
Football boots and shin pads (compulsory)
Swimming costume
Towel
Blue Sweatshirt*

Boys’ Uniform
Deep blue London Academy jumper*
London Academy tie*
Plain white shirt
Plain black trousers (not denim or cords or jeans)
Sensible plain black shoes (not trainers or boots)
Plain Navy Blue or Black outdoor Coat
(not hooded sweatshirt style jackets)

Boys’ PE Kit
White sports shirt*
Blue games shorts*
White sports socks
Trainers
Football boots and shin pads (compulsory)
Swimming trunks
Towel
Blue Sweatshirt*

Additional Notes on Uniform
· Headscarves may be worn for religious reasons and should be plain navy blue, black or white.
· Outdoor coats must be plain navy blue or black.  Multi-colours or coats with writing and emblems on them are not allowed.
· We do not allow sweat shirts with hoods.
· Girls’ ski trousers, leggings and tracksuit bottoms are not acceptable.
· Jewellery is not permitted except ear-studs and watches
· Denim is not allowed, neither are corduroy skirts or trousers.
· If there is any doubt, please contact the academy before purchasing an item of Academy clothing.
· Uniform can now also be ordered on line at www.greatforschool.co.uk.  Simply click on the on-line banner on the left hand side of the homepage.  It will take you to a new page and here you will find a list of all the on-line shops, select LONDON ACADEMY and you will be taken to your log in page.  Enter your password in the box.  For London Academy the password is ADNAP.  Please select your chosen items from the uniform list, colour, size and quantity required, click ADD and then go to the checkout (top right) to complete your order process.  Please ensure the address details you provide at the checkout stage match your credit card statement address.

· Mobile phones, MPs, iPods etc. should not be brought to the Academy.

· Chewing gum is banned from the Academy.

Academy Shop
The Academy Shop sells uniform and PE kit for students.  the Academy Shop will also sell replacement Student Diaries if your son/daughter should lose theirs.  The Academy Shop will be open in the Atrium at break time and lunchtime.  

Shop opening hours are as follows:
10.55 – 11.15
12.55 – 13.45


· The Structure of the Academy Day
 	
	08.45 – 09.05	Tutorial/Assembly
	09.05 – 09.15	Registration
	09.15 – 10.05	Period 1
	10.05 – 10.55	Period 2
	10.55 – 11.15	Break
	11.15 – 12.05 	Period 3
	12.05 – 12.55	Period 4
	12.55 – 13.45	Lunch 
13.45 – 14.35	Period 5
	14.35 – 15.25	Period 6

This is subject to change for a month in the main GCSE exam period – usually June.  

Breaks
All students must remain on site from 8.45am until 3.25pm, apart from those who have a Lunch Pass to go home at lunchtime.

Communication
General information about activities that students are involved is communicated through the weekly newsletter.

The newsletter is despatched via the students themselves and is also posted on-line at www.londonacademy.org.uk. 

The London Academy website is regularly updated with important dates and any press releases about awards etc, as well as the latest Ofsted Reports. 

Staff vacancies within the Academy are also advertised on the website.

Where it is important that parent/carers are contacted individually, a personally addressed letter is posted out to all parent/carers. It is therefore important that all contact details for your child are kept up to date. 

We value the opinions and views of parent/carers and consult them through two main channels:

· Half-termly Parent Focus Groups – a cross-section of parent/carers meet with the Principal and discuss key issues affecting our students’ education and well-being.  The composition of this group changes with every meeting.

· Through the Friends of London Academy (FoLA) – all parent/carers are automatically members of FoLA.  These monthly meetings give parent/carers a chance to support the Academy by fundraising and acting as a sounding board for parent/carer views.


· Academy Diary 2010/11
Autumn Term 2010

Staff Training Day		1  September

Start of Term		
	Y7 and 10		2 September
	6th Form enrolment 	2 September
	Y8, 9, 11		3 September
	6th Form enrolment	3 September
	Y13 lessons start		6 September
	Y12 lessons start		7 September

Staff Training Day		8 October
		
Half Term			25 - 29 October
End of Term			17 December

Spring Term 2011

Staff Training Day		28th January

Start of Term			4 January
Half Term			21- 25 February
Easter				11 – 25 April

Summer Term 2011

Start of Term			26 April
May Day			2 May
Half Term			30 May – 3 June
End of Term			20 July

 

· HM Ofsted Report

London Academy had a full Ofsted Inspection in February 2007.  We received an outstanding report across most areas of the Academy. In particular we were judged outstanding in the broad and balanced curriculum from Year 7 to 13 that enabled students to achieve their full potential. 

The care, guidance and support that students receive were also considered to be outstanding from Year 7 to Year 13.

The Inspectors recognised the outstanding leadership and management across all levels of the Academy that ensure students progress and achieve at the highest levels.

To read the full report, please visit our website, www.londonacademy.org.uk/news .

In July 2010 Ofsted conducted an interim assessment.  The judgement was that since the last inspection we have continued to progress and have sustained our performance at the highest level.




· Curriculum Teaching Time 
 (
Year 7
Year 8
Year 9
Year 10
Year 11
Enterprise
4
4
1
3
2
English
5
5
5
5
5
Maths
5
5
5
4
5
Science
3
3
4
5
5
Mod Languages
2
2
2
Design and Technology
2
2
2
Modular Humanities
(History, Geography, RE)
4
4
4
Physical Education
2
2
2
1
1
Information Technology
0
0
2
2
2
Art
1
1
1
Drama
1
1
1
Music
1
1
1
KS3 Totals
30
30
30
Information Technology
Citizenship/RE
1
1
Option Block Mixed
3
3
Option Block Mixed
3
3
Option Block Mixed
3
3
KS4 Totals
30
30
Each teaching session is 50 minutes
) 
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